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NYU Bronfman Restore-NYC ELab   
 

 

Session  Activities 

 

 

1: July 11 

(Thurs) 

1. Opening: Introduction, Expectations, Evaluation 

2. Shandra Woworuntu: Resiliency Rising 

3. Sarah Weingarten: Time Management 

4. Laurie Phillips: Mindfulness, Strength and Clarity  

 

2: July 12  

(Fri) 

 

1. Sadie Huang: Self-Care 

2. Angela Lee: Defining Success 

3. Ken Ng: Self Vision 

4. James Benedict: Sources of Capital  

 

3: July 15 

(Mon) 

 

1. Jonathan Kessler: Public Speaking 

2. Bradley Michelson: Presenting Yourself  

Lunch & Learn: Eat Offbeat Refugee Chef 

3. Rebecca Dinar: Great Marketing and Communications Come with a Great Story 

4. Neda Melamed: Legal 101 



2 
 

 

4: July 16 

(Tues) 

 

1. Ilene Leff: Introduction to the Job Market 

2. Michelle Frankel: Business Plan 

3. Jordyn Lexton: Pitching Your Idea & My Experience as an Entrepreneur  

4. Nir Tsuk: Introduction to Entreprenurship 

 

5: July 17 

(Wed) 

 

1. Angela Lee: Pitching with Confidence 

2. Keri Badach: Stress and Meditation  

3. Sandra Diaz: Networking 

4. Joe Esposito: Personal Finance 

Mentor-Mentee Meet & Greet  

 

6: July 18 

(Thurs) 

 

1. Mira Megs Lathrop: Your Relationship with Money 

2. Russ Pomeranz: Budgeting 

3. Veta Bates: You, Yourself and Your Brand 

4. Pip Coburn: Market Research  

 

7: July 19 

(Fri) 

 

1. Gabe Brodbar: Market Tour 

2. Gabe Brodbar: Market Tour Debrief  

3. Trish Barillas: Social Media 

4. Marc & Betsy Kaplan: The Intangible Skills for Business Success (Town Hall Format) 

 

8: July 22 

(Mon) 

 

1. Orit Mizner: Leadership 

2. Teri Whitcraft: Media Relations 

3. Ken Ng: Cash Flow 

4. Elizabeth Kim: Professionalism  

 

9: July 23 

(Tues)  

 

1. Lenore Schaffer: Evaluation  

2. Sadie Huang: Self-Care Check In 

3. Lisa Sasson: Food for Thought  

4. Nir Tsuk: Concluding - Innovation and You 

Graduation – Ami Dar 
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Instructors: 

 

 

 
 

Shandra Woworuntu (Resiliency Rising) 
 

Shandra is a survivor of human trafficking and domestic violence. Shandra now lends her voice in the fight against Modern-day 

slavery globally through raising awareness, education, advocacy, legislation lobbying, mentorship and mpowerment.  Shandra 

holds a bachelor degree in Finance and Banking management and her last position in Indonesia was an International Money 

Market Trader and Manager of Treasury Department of Korean Exchange Bank. In 2001, Shandra came to The United States 

with a temporary work visa for an employment opportunity in the hotel in Chicago. The fact, she was kidnapped, illegally sold 

and forced to work into the underground sex business in New York and surrounded areas. She was sold to the sex buyers and 

managed to escape and collaborated with the New York Police Department to prosecute her traffickers; and Safe Horizon-New 

York assisted her to stay legally in the United States.  She found healing after being a victim and began her advocacy work 
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against human trafficking and violation of woman and children’s right. In 2011, Shandra co-founded a survivor leadership 

program “Voices of hope”.  

 

Shandra testified at New York City budget hearing, at New York State and To the Hearing before the United States Senate, 

Committee on Foreign Relations Ending Modern Slavery. Shandra also spoke at the Senado de la Republica, Government of 

Mexico about human trafficking policy, victim services and unaccompanied children.  As an advocate and lobbyist, she help to 

introduced and passed the federal and state anti-trafficking legislation.     

In 2013, Shandra represented the United States at Global Exchange Program hosted by Vital Voices and Hilton Worldwide, as 

an international woman leader to eradicate child sex trafficking internationally. 

 

In 2014, Shandra participated at the first Federal Survivor Forum Listening Session at the White House. She was appointed by 

Governor Chris Christie to be Human Trafficking Commissioner in the state of New Jersey for the period of 2013-2017. 

In 2014 Shandra founded Mentari Human trafficking Survivor Empowerment Program Inc. a non-profit organization based in 

New York to help survivors in their reintegration back into the society independently. 

 

In 2015 Shandra established Mentari’s Indonesia and distributed educational comic books “Impian Dewi” to educate children 

about human trafficking and partner with local organizations to provide vocational training to survivors. She empowers the 

community members with the sustainable program, back yard farming to eradicate poverty in Indonesia. She rose awareness 

and met thousands students across Jawa and Bali. In 2015 Shandra has appointed by former President Barack Obama to be a 

member of the first the United States Advisory Council on Human Trafficking.  

 

She lectured college students about human trafficking and journalism specific on trauma informed interview. She is also an 

expert to trauma-informed services using client-centered approach. She was nominated as 100 wiki women by BBC London.  

As a motivational and inspirational speaker, Shandra spoke at USLS-Humanitarian UK leadership symposium on Hanoi, 

Vietnam. As a leader, she spoke about her leadership role at Ubud Writer and Reader Symposium in Bali, Indonesia and 

keynote speaker of Baur International Model–UNESCO-United Nations conference in Mexico and ISFIT 19 in Norway. She 
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spoke for The United Nations General Assembly in 2017 and 2018, as a panelist for Commission on the status of women at the 

UN in 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. She was a keynote speaker for international transnational organized crime conference 

hosted by Department of State Diplomatic Security conjunction with Interpol In 2017 and She is the speaker of the Big Omaha 

conference about woman leadership and entrepreneurship. Shandra testified at the congressional briefings to make changes. 

In 2017 Shandra became an advisor member of revision for NRM Guidance Book with OSCE in Poland and a consultant of DHS 

on The Blue Campaign. In 2017, Shandra was a keynote speaker and panelist for an international symposium of anti-human 

trafficking in Kolkata, India. Shandra is an active member of Knowledge platform of Delta 8.7.   Shandra received many awards 

for her work, she was the national honoree of Women of worth 2017 and she received Daily Points of Light award from 

President George H.W. Bush in 2018.  

 

Shandra is The Why Slavery? Ambassador, the worldwide campaign against modern slavery and nominated become 100 Vital 

Voices Women.  Shandra is an author of Taste of Freedom and lives in New York with her children.  
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Sarah Weingarten (Time Management) 

Sarah Weingarten is the founder of Happy Spaces, a professional organizing firm located in New York City. Growing up as the 

oldest of nine siblings in Upstate New York, Sarah learned to use organization as her sanity among the chaos.  

Attending the Cornell Hotel School and working in the Hospitality Industry for over a decade, taught Sarah about team work 

and how to motivate others.  Sarah worked for many hospitality companies, including Aramark, Hilton, and AvalonBay. She is 

grateful for the vast knowledge and experience she gained regarding leadership, time management, and project management. 

In 2016, Sarah launched Happy Spaces. By combining her passion for organizing and her knowledge of how to motivate and 

coach, Sarah is able to help others create simple systems and organized spaces that allow them to live their best life. Happy 

Spaces’ clients are successful, high achieving individuals. Being organized provides these clients with more time to do the 

things they love and spend time with those they care about. Happy Spaces - Creating a life you don't need a vacation from! 
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Laurie Phillips  (Mindfulness, Stength and Clarity) 
 

A leader with strong vision, transformational, collaborative and educational skills and competencies with a proven record for 

inspiring and leading Jewish organizations to attain new levels of engagement, connection and community through meaningful 

learning, ritual, action and change.  Becoming a rabbi was the ideal way to combine my passion for people, education and 

Judaism.  Dynamic leader and teacher with a gift for forging strong relationships with people from all walks of life. Fluent 

Hebrew speaker, serving the secular and Jewish community for close to three decades in both formal and informal educational 

settings.  Talent for creating spiritually rich and meaningful life-cycle ceremonies.  My goal is to create space for everyone to 

learn and grow.  It is always a privilege to be included in people's life journey.  

 

In 2014, I founded “Beineinu”(between us), a New York City-based initiative dedicated to cultivating personal Jewish pathways 

that resonate with the unique needs of our modern world. We build community -- between us -- by offering meaningful 

experiences for all people of all ages. Whether you’ve long been a part of Jewish life, or are embarking on something utterly 

new, we invite you to join our gatherings and develop your own customized endeavor with us. 
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Connected to our mission for growth outside the traditional four walls, we offer indoor and outdoor Shabbat and holiday 

gatherings for all ages, change-making volunteer opportunities, and cultural outings into our great city.  All of our gatherings 

are open to the broader community. Everyone is welcome.  

 

And finally, in no particular order; I am a trained doula and a teacher of mindfulness and meditation.  I love being with family 

and friends, spend as much time as possible in Israel, enjoy dancing, swimming, travel and could see a movie every night.  

Chocolate is always welcome.  I can still do a cartwheel and the splits. 
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Sadie Huang (Self-Care) 
 

Sadie Huang is the founder of Inner Armor™ which focuses on delivering mindfulness and positive psychology interventions 

for our frontline officers to face day-to-day challenges, combat work-related stress, prevent and/or delay the impact of work-

related trauma, and more. She received her MA in Psychology with a concentration in Spirituality Mind-Body practice through 

Teachers College, Columbia University. Currently, she serves as the Interim Chair for the Department of Health and Physical 

Education, as well as an adjunct lecturer for yoga, at John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 
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Angela Lee (Defining Success & Pitching with Confidence) 
 

Angela Lee is an educator & entrepreneur.  As Chief Innovation Officer and Associate Dean at Columbia Business School, she is 

focused on fostering teaching excellence and innovation across faculty. Angela teaches top rated courses in leadership and 

entrepreneurship and was voted top three faculty by students in 2018.  She started her career in product management and 

then was a strategy consultant at McKinsey.  Angela has started 4 startups and is also the founder of 37 Angels, an investing 

network that has invested in 50 startups and activates new investors through an investment bootcamp.  

 

Angela has spoken at the White House and is regularly invited to advise decision-makers at the highest levels, including Prime 

Minister Trudeau. She is a sought-after expert on CNBC, Bloomberg TV, MSNBC and Fox Business.  She was recognized by Inc. as 

one of 17 Inspiring Women to Watch in 2017, by Entrepreneur Magazine as one of 6 Innovative Women to Watch in 2015, and 

has been named by Alley Watch as one of 100 NYC Tech Influencers You Need to Know.  She serves on the boards of Fresco 

Education Fund, Alice App, and Cariclub. 

http://37angels.com/bootcamp
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Ken Ng (Self Vision & Cash Flow) 
 

Kenneth (Ken) Ng,   Native New Yorker, NYU graduate (BS &MBA).    Married, father of three.   Recently retired, Asia Pacific 

CEO of Electrolux Home Appliances.   35 year career, running businesses in the US and Asia Pacific.   Companies including IBM, 

Philips, Akzo Nobel and American Standard.   Has lived in China, HK, Singapore, Australia and USA. 
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James Benedict (Sources of Capital) 
 

James has a passion for discovering and leveraging human capital to drive financial and social outcomes. He has successfully 

applied this talent across a variety of industries, stages of company development, and geographies. James co-founded Left 

Tackle Capital to leverage his passion and talent at scale. James believes that Left Tackle Capital's success will catalyze capital 

flows - at levels and with a velocity that is reflective of the magnitude of the opportunity - to women and minority led 

businesses. 

 

Prior to co-founding Left Tackle Capital, James was a partner with Kidd & Company (KCO), a family office investment firm 

which has consistently generated world-class investment returns. James serves on the NextPhase Medical Devices & Colerain 

Family RV board of directors, and is an observer on the Logistyx Technologies board of directors. 
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Jonathan Kessler (Public Speaking) 
 

Jonathan Kessler spoken before audiences in 49 states, Canada, England and Australia, and in August he will speak in his 50th 

state: Alaska! He has also appeared on Fox News, MSNBC, C-SPAN, CNN and Voice of America, and served as a consultant to 

and trainer for a variety of national and international organizations involved in education, advocacy and engagement. He 

currently serve as a director of strategic initiatives, responsible for identifying future organizational challenges and 

opportunities and developing proposals for navigating them.  

 

For the past 17 years, he has been a member of his organization’s senior staff, previously serving as leadership development 

director, responsible for the expansion of campus civic efforts and their positioning within the political arena. He also served 

on the Board of Trustees of PANIM: The Institute for Leadership and Values, the Board of Directors of MAZON: A Response to 

Hunger, the Executive Board of Seeds of Peace and the Advisory Board of the O Museum in Washington, D.C.  
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Bradley Michelson (Presenting Yourself) 
 

Bradley Michelson is the Director of Business Development for Idealist, a nonprofit organization which uses technology to 

connect idealists - or people who want to do good - with opportunities for action & collaboration.  On the platform, 130,000 

organizations around the world post social good job, internship, and volunteer opportunities. Bradley leads Idealist’s iOS 

application, a geolocation + search-based social network for social good, as well as strategic partnerships. Bradley is also a 

Manhattan landlord and was recently elected to serve a four-year term on the Stamford, Connecticut, Board of 

Representatives, the legislative branch of a city of 125,000 residents and $600M in revenue.  

 

Bradley currently is on the advisory board of TechWorks, a $6M federally funded program to promote technology education to 

City University of New York students.  He spent 15 years in the for-profit apparel and consumer goods industries building and 

managing several brands. He was the Managing Director for Triple C, which designs lifestyle technology products, Vice 

President of DDCLAB, a designer of high technology apparel, and a General Manager at Michael Kors. Bradley graduated 

summa cum laude from State University of New York, Fashion Institute of Technology, where he studied International Trade & 

Marketing. 
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Rebecca Dinar (Great Marketing & Communications Come with a Great Story) 
 

With more than 20 years of experience in cause communications, Rebecca has worked on issues as diverse as nuclear 

nonproliferation and public education. In New York State, she helped the Senate introduce the first comprehensive set of bills 

on domestic violence and in Florida she lobbied for new insurance laws to help families with children with disabilities. 

Nationally, she was part of team that successfully convinced the American public to continue paying dues to support the 

United Nations. Rebecca develops the communications strategy, attracts earned media, and executes a digital engagement 

plan. She also trains and prepares executives as needed. 

 

In 2018 when President Barak Obama announced an agreement with Iran over the production of nuclear weapons, among the 

countries that opposed the idea was Israel; which put stress on the American Jewish population. To ameliorate the problem 

Rebecca produced a series of webcasts that featured interviews with President Barak Obama and Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu.  



16 
 

Today, she leads a communications team as the Associate Vice President of The Jewish Federations of North America, one of 

the top ten philanthropies in the world. She advises local affiliates on strategic communications, develops and distributes 

multi-media content and manages international campaigns that raise funds to help communities following manmade or 

natural disasters.  
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Nada Melamed (Legal 101) 
 

Associate Attorney at the Law Firm of Israel Israel & Purdy, LLP 1998-2005 

Senior Attorney at the Law Firm of Israel Israel & Purdy, LLP  2005 to present. 

Areas of practice:  General litigation, No-Fault and Guardianship laws.   

Former President and current Board Member of the Brandeis (Bar) Association, 2012-2014 

Former board member of American Associates of Ben Gurion University of the Negev 

Guest Speaker of Local Radio Program “Law You Should Know.” 2013 

Admitted to Practice Law,  State of New York, April 1997  

Admitted to the U.S Supreme Court, May 2009. 

Fluent in Farsi. Proficient in Hebrew and French. 
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Ilene Leff (Introduction to the Job Market) 
 

Ilene is a management consultant focusing on consulting and coaching top management on improving organization 

effectiveness and developing human resources and compensation strategies.  She draws on her experience as a senior 

executive in human resources, strategy, marketing, and information technology to serve her clients, who include Boards and 

key executives of leading companies, non-profits, and professional services firms.   

  

Previously, she was a Managing Director at Eisner, an accounting and consulting firm, where she founded the Human 

Resources consulting practice.  In the 1990s, Ilene served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Management of the U.S. 

Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD).  

  

Prior to joining HUD, she was an independent consultant in organization, strategy, human resources, and marketing.  Her 

clients included major professional services firms and consumer products companies.  She also served as the head of 
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company-wide Human Resources for Revlon, Inc., and led the administrative functions for a division operating in 70 

countries.  Ms. Leff began her business career at McKinsey & Company, where she where she worked in the firm’s practice 

groups for Executive Resource Management and for Public Policy.  
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Michelle Frankel (Business Plan) 
 

Michelle Frankel is the Chief Love Officer of two boutique Matchmaking Firms located both in New York City and New Jersey.  

As a Professional Matchmaker, Dating Coach and Founder of NYCityMatchmaking & New Jersey Matchmaking, she started her 

business in 2011 with a cell phone and business cards, and has since steadily grown her team to 10 employees and (2) offices.  

Michelle and her team’s focus is on personalized matchmaking, strategic date coaching and effective online dating assistance.  

Her clients are both men and women ranging in age from 23 to 75 from all across the country with a local emphasis in NYC, 

NY, NJ and CT.  In her own proactive pursuit of finding love, Michelle was the national relationship columnist for a global 
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online dating company, and ultimately met her husband online. Michelle is using what she learned to help others achieve their 

dreams and avoid the land-mines of dating.  

Michelle has been featured and interviewed frequently by national media including FoxNews, CNN, Yahoo, CBS, the Bethenny 

Talk Show TIME and FORTUNE to a name a few.  

Michelle is a former attorney/marketing executive who developed a following and successfully pursued her true calling of 

connecting people as a Professional Matchmaker and Dating Coach.  Michelle graduated from Washington University in St. 

Louis and lived in Japan for a few years before earning her law degree from George Washington University Law School.   
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Jordyn Lexton (Pitching Your Idea & My Experience as an Entrepreneur)  

 

"Not cut out for the sidelines." 

After teaching English at Rikers Island High School for three years, I founded Drive Change in 2014 in response to the racial 

and class injustice in our criminal justice system. Mass incarceration is the child of Jim Crow and the grandchild of slavery. 

Food is a unifier; and I saw the way that food + food workplaces could connect people and provide pathways to employment 

for young adults returning home form jail. After teaching on Rikers, I worked with some brilliant people (including my co-

Founders and my mom) to launch a food truck business that would be a platform for a paid Fellowship for young returning 

citizens: Drive Change was born. I believe everyone is a genius and it is the environmental conditions that either form or erode 

human potential. I look forward to a future where the phrase “social enterprise” is obsolete because all businesses are 

designed with social impact in mind.  
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Keri Badach (Stress and Meditation) 
 

Keri Badach, Holistic Health Coach, Mindfulness Meditation Teacher and M.A. in Social- 

Organizational Psychology; came into her healing work after many years of trying to work in an industry that left her feeling 

physically and emotionally depleted. 
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Upon graduating from Boston College with an honors degree in Finance and a minor in Faith, Peace, and Justice, Keri chose to 

serve as a Peace Corps volunteer in Peru because all she wanted to do was help others. When she returned, Keri entered into 

the corporate world, where she spent 6 years working first in the non-profit sector in developmental finance and then as a 

renewable energy, project finance credit analyst at a corporate bank in New York City.  

 

However, this sort of work left Keri feeling chronically anxious and stressed out; and her body began to suffer as a result. With 

severe gut imbalances and skin flare-ups from a genetic, auto-immune condition (psoriasis), Keri began to study how she 

could use nutrition, exercise and meditation to heal herself. As her mind and body began to heal, Keri realized her current 

career path would keep returning her to dis-ease, so she decided to change career paths and use her deep passion for health 

and wellness to do what she initially had it in her heart to do – help others.  

 

Now as a meditation teacher (certified through MindSpace UK and Journey Meditation) and holistic health coach (AADP-

certified through the Institute for Integrative Nutrition), Keri specializes in helping her clients learn specific diet and exercise 

protocols, as well as other tools (such as mediation techniques and breathing exercises) to reduce chronic stress and 

inflammation. She also teaches people how to tune into their bodies, so they can learn how to decide what to eat and how to 

exercise based on what’s appropriate for their unique body compositions.  

 

In addition, as a social psychologist specializing in behavior and habit formation, Keri helps clients create daily self-care 

practices that can be sustained over time. In addition, having been able to keep up her own extensive self-care practices while 

traveling the world for a year and a half, Keri can help busy jetsetters and traveling professionals learn ways to stay healthy 

and happy, easily and inexpensively, while on the road. 
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Sandra Diaz (Networking)  
 

Sandra Diaz is the Director of Economic Empowerment at Restore NYC. She was first connected with Restore when seeking 

help for a labor-trafficked woman that she met in her local church. Sandra co-founded the Trinity Career Network, through 

which she facilitated job search and career development workshops for formerly homeless women to corporate professionals. 

She helps clients position themselves as ideal candidates for jobs by drawing from her experience as a marketing executive at 

L’Oréal, Sears, Sara Lee and Colgate Palmolive.  

Sandra has a MBA degree from the Kellogg School of Management and an Industrial Engineering degree from Pontificia 

Universidad Javeriana in Colombia. She is an avid learner, connector and salsa dancer. 
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Joe Esposito (Personal Finance)  
 

Joe is a large cap value portfolio manager at Jennison Associates. He came to Jennison in 2014, following seven years with 

Loomis Sayles as a senior equity analyst. Prior to his tenure with Loomis, Joe served as a business systems analyst at AXA 

Financial. He is also founder of InnerNerds, a real estate entrepreneur, and served as a Senior Advisor to the crowdfunding 

platform GrowthFountain.  He holds a BA in philosophy from the College of New Jersey and an MBA from Columbia University. 
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Mira Megs Lathrop (Your Relationship with Money) 
 

Mira Megs Lathrop is the Co-Creator of the Money Coaching Program at Capital One, a national Money Coaching Program that 

she developed and helped grow to over 25 Money Coaches across the country.  She was a Financial Advisor for 10 years with 

Morgan Stanley, is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP®) and Certified Money Coach (CMC)®.  She has a successful and 

extensive career as a personal Money Coach with hundreds of clients.  Mira is a pioneer in bridging people and capital and 

transforming people’s relationship with money.  She is experienced and adept at facilitating dialogue around the regenerative 

economy and collective abundance. She is passionate that together we will co-create this new world, not alone.   
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Russell Pomeranz (budgeting) 
 

Russell Pomeranz has twenty five years of experience leading the finance and administrative departments of nonprofit 

organizations with missions related to social services, education, the arts, and think tanks. Prior to re-joining Vera, Pomeranz 

started his own consulting firm, The Claverack Advisory Group, to focus on the critical connection between the nonprofit 

financial function and organizational programmatic, strategic, and financial trajectories. Before establishing a consulting 

practice, Pomeranz was the COO/CFO of the Vera Institute of Justice. During his tenure, he helped spin off financially viable 

nonprofits such as Esperanza.  

 

Prior to that, he was director of finance at the Council on Foreign Relations (a $30 million foreign policy think tank with a $150 

million investment pool); CFO at Spence Chapin Services to Families and Children; and held senior finance and administrative 

positions with Meet The Composer and the International Center of Photography. Pomeranz’s nonprofit career began at the 



29 
 

Maret School in Washington, DC where he was the business manager and taught geometry and economics. He is currently an 

adjunct assistant professor of public administration at NYU Wagner. Pomeranz is chair emeritus of Workforce Professionals 

Training Institute (WPTI) and president emeritus of the Columbia County Historical Society.  

 

He is a board member of Jobpath, Center for Family Life, Economic Mobility, and serves on the advisory board of the Berkshire 

Taconic Center for Non-Profit Excellence. He has been published in The New York Times, Chronicle of Philanthropy, The Wall 

Street Journal, and the CPA Journal. He has a degree in economics from Haverford College and an MBA from the University of 

Michigan.  
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Veta Bates (You, Yourself & Your Brand) 
 

As Co-Founder of V/S Studio, Veta leads both strategy and business development with a focus on growth-stage start-ups, 

solopreneurs, and established brands retooling for the future. As a strategist, Veta excels at honing brand stories and tactical 

approaches that are human-centered and future-focused; her work spans strategy, creative direction, human engagement, and 

idea generation across diverse work environments. She has consulted with and managed projects for Fortune 500 companies 

including Google, Interbrand, The Walt Disney Company, and Ogilvy Mather, and has designed and facilitated organizational 

development for the likes of Procter & Gamble, The Coca-Cola Company, Dance4Life, General Mills and Diageo. Veta holds a 

Masters in Branding from School of Visual Arts, and a B.A. from Bard College. 
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Pip Coburn (Market Research)  
 

I have been very very fortunate over the past twenty years to have a great mix of superb mentors, wide open spaces to explore, 

a student mindedness which keeps growing and our clients who have continually encouraged us to pursue the work we do to 

its fullest and have “sponsored” the passion we have, which very often manifests in atypical thinking either on specific stocks 

or shifts in market places or processes for investors or corporations that might heighten efficacy.    I think our work is to 

generate what our clients consider to be relevant substantive insights and I don’t know how one would do that without a lack 

of the typical social constraints that limit the width of thinking inside many organizations.  We have wanted to learn and think 

and share our thinking and we have been so encouraged by smart people to keep at it. 

 

http://coburnventures.com/welcome/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Pip-1.jpg
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Trish Barillas (Social Media) 
 

Trish Barillas has been a Life Coach for over a decade specializing in anxiety, breakups, media and job advancements. Trish is 

the author of first ever Instabook @afaceofanxiety an autobiography of her journey living with anxiety/panic disorder. She is 

also the founder of 3GS Charity where she helps raise funds for rural villages in Guatemala. Trish likes to call herself a creator 

of positive change.  
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Marc Kaplan (The Intangible Skills for Business Success) 
 

Marc Kaplan is a music entrepreneur, educator, conductor and composer. A lifelong lover of the arts, in 2013 he co-founded 

SubCulture, a music and performing arts venue in downtown Manhattan that has garnered praise from The New York Times, 

The New Yorker, New York Magazine and more. Marc has always believed that the arts have the ability to change lives, and 

he's continuously used that passion — as both an entrepreneur and an educator — to support the emergence and growth of 

arts institutions. 

 

After graduating from the George Washington University, Kaplan became a music educator, garnering numerous awards and 

accolades for ensembles under his direction. Additionally, he has been an artistic director and guest conductor at music 

festivals and with such established organizations as the West Hartford Summer Arts Festival, The Hartford Symphony 

Orchestra, the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), and the National Association for Music Education (NAfME). 

Kaplan lives in Brooklyn, NY, with his wife, Betsy, and their daughter, Zoe. 
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Betsy Capes (The Intangible Skills for Business Success) 

Betsy Capes (CPCC) is the founder and president of Capes Coaching, NYC’s most reputable entertainment industry career 

coaching team. 

 

After spending the first five years of her career casting and directing theatre, Betsy founded Capes Coaching in 2004 to give 

artists the practical strategies and tools to manage their careers. Since the company's inception, Betsy and her team have 

helped over 3,500 actors, artists, and creative professionals cultivate and sustain fulfilling careers in the entertainment 

industry. . 

 

Betsy received her coaching certification through the Coaching Training Institute, has a BFA from the University of Illinois, and 

has done postgraduate work in Drama Therapy at NYU. She is a member of the International Coaching Federation (ICF) and 

has been a guest speaker at New York University, The A.R.T. Institute at Harvard University, The New School, Brown 
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University, The Atlantic Theater School, The Screen Actors Guild, Upright Citizen's Brigade (UCB), and Carnegie Hall. Betsy has 

spearheaded the creation of a variety of career-focused services for artists, namely the acclaimed Path Course curriculum, as 

well as the Artist Entrepreneurship Program at The New School for Drama. She has trained multiple coaches and instructors, 

and continues to personally teach and coach artists of all mediums. 
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Orit Mizner (Leadership) 

Before moving to the United States in 2017, Orit Mizner served as the chief project officer at the Israel Innovation 

Institute.  She developed cross-sector working models and strategies aimed to build an ecosystem that includes entrepreneurs, 

high-tech companies, accelerators, incubators and entrepreneurship centers; the public sector encouraged community-

entrepreneurial innovative social impact. Orit’s comprehensive work experience developed when she worked in Manchester, 

England (2001-2003). When returned to Israel, Orit served as the director of training for Shlichim at the Young Volunteers 

Shlichut Unit of the Jewish Agency, Director of Communications and International Relations for the Hapoel Tel Aviv 

Educational NGO, Director of the Social Involvement and Leadership section of Tel Aviv University. She moved to the USA in 

2011, working in Los Angeles with the Israeli-American community at the west coast (2011-2014) 

Orit earned a BA in Political Science and Criminology at Haifa University and obtained a diploma in Social Corporate 

Responsibility Management. Since 2017 – Orit is the Senior National Director of Programs at the Israeli American Council 

(IAC) where she mange the largest department of 26 people. In her leisure time, Orit volunteered till recently at People 

Assisting the Homeless she writes short stories and enjoys live music concerts.  
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Teri Whitcraft (Media Relations) 
 

As an Emmy Award-winning Senior Producer for ABC News’ Specialized Units, Teri has produced segments as well as 

primetime hours and special reports for 20/20, Nightline, Good Morning America and World News Tonight.  She produced 

Barbara Walters’ interviews in the White House with President and Mrs. Obama, and Diane Sawyer’s exclusive first interview 

with education activist and Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai.  

 

She also worked with Diane Sawyer on her  “Hidden America” reports about Riker’s Jail and ISIS recruits in America, and 

produced the award-winning town-halls “The People and the President” with President Obama, as well as “Pope Francis and 

the People.” She was also the coordinating producer for ABC News’ year-long, division-wide global health series “Be the 

Change: Save a Life.”  Her passion is producing stories about human rights, equal justice, and social entrepreneurs who are 

changing the world. 
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Elizabeth Kim (Professionalism) 

Elizabeth Kim is Restore’s Chief Operating Officer. Before joining Restore in 2016, Elizabeth worked in the ethics & compliance 

department of Edison International and as a litigation partner at Kirkland & Ellis. Representative clients at Kirkland & Ellis 

included Boeing Company, BP America, Inc., DIRECTV, LLC, EVA Airways, Teva Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc., and United 

Technologies Corp. Her pro bono efforts at the firm resulted in a writ of mandate being issued to a school district on behalf of 

underprivileged parents attempting to convert their failing elementary school into a charter school, as well as Combat-Related 

Special Compensation for an Iraq War veteran. Elizabeth also served on Kirkland & Ellis’s diversity committee, recruiting 

committee, and Women’s Leadership Initiative. She is a graduate of Yale College and NYU School of Law. 

Elizabeth has always been active in her local church, serving in lay-ministry positions with San Gabriel Valley Family Promise 

and People Assisting the Homeless. Between law school and college, she was an intern with Campus Crusade for Christ at Yale. 
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Lisa Sasson (Food For Thought) 
 

Lisa Sasson is a registered dietitian and a clinical professor at New York University’s Department of Nutrition and Food.  In this 

role, she directs the graduate dietetic internship and NYU’s study abroad in Tuscany, Italy: Its Cuisine, and the Mediterranean 

Diet and The study abroad program in Tel Aviv: Exploring Israel through Food, Nutrition and Culture.  She also teaches a variety 

of undergraduate and graduate courses and works with the NYU dental faculty to advance nutrition and oral health in the 

dental curriculum. 

 

 In addition to her work at NYU, Lisa counsels private clients in healthy eating and weight management.  She is a nutrition 

consultant to public affairs at Nickelodeon and frequent commentator in the media. 



40 
 

 

Lenore Schaffer (Evaluation) 

Lenore is originally from Antigua & Barbuda, but relocated to the United States in 2006 to pursue higher education. In June 

2019, Lenore joined the Restore NYC team as the Manager of Professional Education. She has a M.Ed. in Counseling & Human 

Services from Lehigh University, and a Ph.D. in Higher Education from The University of Southern Mississippi. Before joining 

Restore, Lenore worked as the Deputy Title IX Coordinator at The University of Southern Mississippi where she conducted 

education and outreach across the campus community, and collaborated with campus partners in pursuit of preventing and 

responding to incidents of sex discrimination and sexual violence. Lenore has always been committed to ending gender-based 

violence and spearheaded the first student organization at the University geared towards increasing sexual assault awareness 

and peer-to-peer education. 

Lenore and her husband, Micah, are new parents to a precious baby girl. They are Marvel movie fans and music lovers; they 

also enjoy traveling, food, and watching documentaries together.  
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Ami Dar (Commencement Speech) 

Ami is the founder and executive director of Idealist.org. Built in 1996 with $3,500, Idealist has become one of the most 

popular nonprofit resources on the web, with information provided by more than 109,000 organizations around the world 

and 100,000 visitors every day. Ami was born in Jerusalem, grew up in Peru and in Mexico, and lives in New York. 
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Gabriel Brodbar (Market Tour & Academic Directing) 

 

Gabriel Brodbar is the Founder and President of Catskill Carriage (www.catskillcarriage.com), the first and only regularly 

scheduled and bespoke luxury transportation provider supporting the economic development and environmental health of 

New York's Catskill Region. We also create bespoke experiences for wedding parties, corporate clients and foundations. 

 

Prior to starting his company, Gabriel spent 13 years as the founder and Executive Director of the NYU Reynolds Program in 

Social Entrepreneurship at New York University, later renamed the NYU Social Entrepreneurship Program. As the first cross-

university initiative of its kind, the program worked with students faculty and interested parties from NYU and around the 
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world interested in realizing pattern breaking change of social importance in sustainable and scalable ways. The program 

created and brought significant social entrepreneurial capital and resources to the field, including the “Social 

entrepreneurship in the 21st Century” Speaker Series, several social venture business plan competitions, new undergraduate 

and graduate classes in social entrepreneurship. 

 

Prior to joining NYU, Gabriel served as the founder and Director of Dartington-i New York, a national and international 

consulting firm providing a wide range of research and practice tools to city and state child welfare and social service systems, 

with special expertise in performance contracting systems and supportive housing development. He is the former founding 

Director of the Office of Housing Policy and Development at the New York City Administration for Children’s Services, where 

he developed and implemented a data-based method of policy analysis that led to a fundamental change in New York City’s 

housing policy for children, families and young adults involved in the child welfare system. Prior to that, Gabriel developed 

and operated award-winning, drop-out prevention and college preparatory programs for at-risk high school students in 

Houston and New York City including Upward Bound, AmeriCorps, and Liberty Partnership Programs. 
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Academic Director: 
 

 

Nir Tsuk (Introduction to Entreprenurship & Innovation & You) 

 

Dr. Nir Tsuk is a seasoned practitioner, academic and facilitator with over 20 years of international experience in the fields of 

social capital, entrepreneurship, impact and culture of innovation. Serving as a Visiting Professor at the Bronfman Center, Nir 

is now launching for New York University a new impact and intrapreneurship institute connecting New York and Tel Aviv. 
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Prior to this, Nir helped idealist.org – the world's largest social online talent acquisition platform – to increase its size and 

impact as its Head of Growth, and has brought Ashoka –  the world's largest social entrepreneurship organization – to Israel, 

after serving as a Ashoka's Global Fellowship Director in Washington DC, connecting more than 3000 social entrepreneurs in 

72 countries. Nir holds a PhD from Cambridge University in social and political sciences – where he wrote his dissertation on 

social networks, social capital and intentional communities. Previously, Nir led policy research initiatives at the Community 

Development Foundation in London and at the Committee for Social Affairs in the Israeli Parliament in Jerusalem.  

 

He has been, among other things, a curriculum developer at the Rabin Centre and the Israeli national authority for Holocaust 

remembrance, the editor of Israel's bestselling computer magazine, a restaurant manager, and a street cleaner. Nir advises and 

lectures citizen organizations, entrepreneurs, government bodies, and companies. He is also a compulsive tea drinker and a 

fan of animated movies. 

 

 

 

http://idealist.org/#_blank

